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The Mine Act 
Sections 110(a) and (f) 

Section 110(a):  The operator of a coal or other mine in which a violation occurs of a 
mandatory health or safety standard or who violates any other provisions of this Act, 
shall be assessed a civil penalty by the Secretary...  Each occurrence of a violation of a 
mandatory health or safety standard may constitute a separate offense. 

Section 110(f):  Whoever knowingly makes any false statement, representation, or 
certification in any application, record, report, plan, or other document filed or required 
to be maintained pursuant to this Act shall, upon conviction, be punished by a fine, or 
by imprisonment for not more than five years, or both. 

Note on Criminal Monetary Fines and Alternate Sentence Provisions 
Related to the Federal Mine Safety & Health Act of 1977, 

Public Law 91-173, as amended by Public Law 95-164 

Criminal Monetary Fines 

Criminal monetary fines are subject to alternative sentencing provisions found at 18 USC 
3571.  Readers should consult that provision in the criminal code for exact legal 
information.  However, that provision in general provides that: 

 An individual guilty of any felony or any misdemeanor resulting in death may
receive a criminal fine of up to $250,000 [Reference: 18 USC 3571 (b)].

 An organization found guilty of either any felony or a misdemeanor resulting in
death may receive a criminal fine of up to $500,000 [Reference: 18 USC 3571
(c)].

 An individual guilty of a misdemeanor not resulting in death is subject to a fine
up to $100,000.

 An organization found guilty of misdemeanor not resulting in death is subject to
a fine of $200,000 [same references].
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